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themselves—some of which have escaped the ravages of
time and damp, and are still very beautiful—it was near
here the celebrated Statue of Laocoon was discovered—
and the Guide pointed out to us the place, were it was
conjectured to have stood—this you will remember is one
of the finest specimens of Grecian Sculpture now remain-
ing, it stands in the Museum of the Vatican—in one of
the late excavations, they have discovered a very beauti-
ful mosaic pavement, beneath the baths, which is thought
to have been the floor of a Room in the House of
Maecenas which is known to have stood here—what
sights, what subjects for the imagination! but I leave the
idea for you to fill up. This House of Maecenas was torn
down to make way for a part of the Palace of Nero, and
this in its turn gave Place to the baths which bore the
name of the Conqueror of Jerusalem—in sight of the
spot stands the triumphal Arch erected in honour of its
conquest—it is very interesting, as still having sculp-
tured on its bas reliefs, the sacred Vessels, brought
among the Spoils of the Temple.—It is said that the
Jews always avoided this Arch, and would go any dis-
tance rather than be obliged to pass under it. I should
like to know if they still retain this feeling, but I have
met with no one yet who could satisfy me—Poor Rome—
but little rests of its ancient splendors—the traces of their
own fierce Civil Dissensions, and of the Sacks and
Ravages of barbarous invaders, are more easily discov-
ered than the remains of their taste and magnificence—a
few broken Columns, and a Mutilated Arch is all that
remains in the forum, which is filled up, with dirt and
rubbish, to the height of twenty feet—it is striking as
you ride through the streets of modern Rome to see the
pieces of broken columns, ruined capitals, and ancient

